[Type A acute aortic dissection: late reoperations for dilatation of the distal false lumen and aortic regurgitation].
From January 1990 to December 1996, 71 patients aged 33 to 79 years (mean 60 +/- 11) underwent an emergency operation for type A acute aortic dissection. Fifty-three (74.6%) survived, and were followed 7 to 94 months (mean follow up 2.9 +/- 1.8 years) after the first operation. Five patients underwent reoperation for dilatation of the distal false lumen 7 to 52 months (mean period, 25 months) after primary repair. One patient underwent replacement of the arch and descending aorta, three patients underwent replacement of the descending aorta, and one patient underwent the stented graft implantation, resulting in closure of the entry site. Three patients underwent reoperation for severe aortic valve regurgitation 12 to 31 months (mean period, 24 months) after primary repair. Two patients underwent aortic valve replacement, and one patient underwent aortic root replacement. The actuarial freedom from reoperations was 81 +/- 6.9% at 3 years, and 73 +/- 9.9% at 5 years.